
We the Irrelevant Media Links 

Can You Hear Us Now?: Twelve Letter Films 2020 documentary exploring Wisconsin’s recent 

political history, with an emphasis on the 2018 midterms 

 Post-screening panel discussions: 

 March 10, 2021 video 

A nonpartisan coalition of NW Wisconsin organizations -- including Pierce County 

Grassroots Organizing, Progress North, the Wisconsin Farmers Union - Pepin Pierce 

Chapter and the American Association of University Women - River Falls -- hosted this 

special screening of Can You Hear Us Now?, followed by a panel discussion with: 

Wisconsin State Senator Jeff Smith (District 31) 
Phil Verges, Farmer & Gilman Town Chair 
Anthony Phillips, People's Maps Commissioner - 6th Congressional District 
Irene Bugge, League of Women Voters - Saint Croix Valley 
Filmmakers Jim Cricchi & Susan Peters 
Film subjects Jenni Estrada & Sheila Plotkin 
Jade Livingston, Progress North – moderator 

April 29, 2021 video 

The League of Women Voters of Appleton is proud to host this special screening of Can 

You Hear Us Now?, a powerful new film that shows the personal impact of 

gerrymandering in the state of Wisconsin. Visit the League of Women Voters of 

Appleton's facebook page to watch the post-screening panel discussion with : 

Linda Bjella, League of Women Voters – Appleton 
Penny Bernard Schaber, State Assembly - District 57 (2009-15) 
Anthony Phillips, People's Maps Commissioner - 8th Congressional District 
Dave Hansen, State Senator - District 30 (2001-21) 
Sheila Plotkin, film subject & Founder, We the Irrelevant 
Jim Cricchi & Susan Peters, filmmakers 
 
August 16, 2021 video 
 
Southwest Wisconsin Area Progressives, Wisconsin Democracy Campaign, Wisconsin 
Fair Maps Coalition & Partners 
 
Matt Rothschild, WI Democracy Campaign 
Kriss Marion, AD 51 candidate 
Sheila Plotkin, film subject & Founder, We the Irrelevant 
Carlene Bechen, Director, Fair Maps Coalition 
Susan Peters, filmmaker 

  

https://www.twelveletterfilms.com/can-you-hear-us-now
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XTI0N7lSVWs
https://www.twelveletterfilms.com/can-you-hear-us-now
https://www.facebook.com/LWVAppleton/videos/174106881244326
https://www.facebook.com/LWVAppleton/videos/174106881244326
https://www.twelveletterfilms.com/can-you-hear-us-now
https://www.twelveletterfilms.com/can-you-hear-us-now
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RHYYwyEGoGI


Sheila Plotkin: February, 2020 - Your Right to Know:   for the WI Freedom of Information 

Council.  

Also printed by Wisconsin Watch, Rice Lake Chronotype, Wausau Pilot and Review, 

Smart News, The Chippewa Herald, The County Line, The Center Square, CVpost.org, 

and WisPolitics.com 

Patrick Marley: Nov. 2019: For the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel.  

Also printed by WEAU News, Eau Claire; the Racine Journal Times; US News, 

WINews8000, LaCrosse, WKOW - Madison, WAOW – Wausau, WQOW – Eau Claire, 

WDIO - Duluth 

 Matt Rothschild: Nov. 2019: for the WIS Democracy Campaign 

 Henry Redman – Oct., 2019: for the Jefferson Daily Union 

Jonathan Anderson: Sep. 2019 – Your Right to Know: For the WI Freedom of Information 

Council.  

Also printed in the Superior Telegram 

 Erik Gunn – Sep. 2019: for the WI Examiner 

Sheila Plotkin Op Ed – Dec., 2018: For The Progressive.  

 Also printed by Madison.com, and News Break. 

Nicole Ki – June, 2018: for the WI Center for Investigative Journalism.  

Also printed in the Appleton Post Crescent, WPR.org, the Superior Telegram, 

Madison365.com, WIS Context, CVPost.org 

 Dave Zweifel – Dec. 2015: for Madison.com 

 Muck Rack – 14 articles  

Letters to the Editor: 

 Sheila Plotkin – Jan. 2016 to the Sawyer County Record 

Dave Wester – Dec. 2015 to the LaCrosse Tribune.  

 Also printed in the Juneau County Star Times and The Ashland Daily Press 

http://wisfoic.org/february-records-fees-mean-records-denials/
https://www.wisconsinwatch.org/2020/02/your-right-to-know-records-fees-mean-records-denials/
https://www.apg-wi.com/rice_lake_chronotype/opinions/
https://wausaupilotandreview.com/2020/02/04/records-fees-mean-records-denials/
https://snewsi.com/a/Sheila+Plotkin
https://chippewa.com/opinion/columnists/sheila-plotkin-records-fees-mean-records-denials/article_c734a781-5070-5163-8ed7-d39a44a6e3db.html
https://thecountyline.net/pages/your-right-to-know-records-fees-mean-records-denials/
https://www.thecentersquare.com/wisconsin/op-ed-records-fees-mean-records-denials/article_43d9455e-469e-11ea-a275-4f06f2db5aaf.html
https://cvpost.org/Communitysupportedjournalism/sheila-plotkin/
https://www.wispolitics.com/category/opinion/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/2019/11/27/taxpayers-have-pay-legal-bills-after-lawmakers-hold-back-records/4317707002/
https://www.weau.com/content/news/Records-lawsuit-cost-taxpayers-26500-in-legal-bills-565547912.html
https://journaltimes.com/print_specific/wire_briefs/wisconsin-in-brief/article_d37fd4b8-cf7a-53f5-92f0-e3a739e10bf9.html
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/wisconsin/articles/2019-11-27/records-lawsuit-cost-taxpayers-26-500-in-legal-bills
https://www.news8000.com/records-lawsuit-cost-taxpayers-26500-in-legal-bills/
https://wkow.com/2019/11/27/records-lawsuit-cost-taxpayers-26500-in-legal-bills/
https://waow.com/2019/11/27/records-lawsuit-cost-taxpayers-26500-in-legal-bills/
https://wqow.com/2019/11/27/here-is-the-latest-wisconsin-news-from-the-associated-press-at-140-a-m-cst-7/
https://www.wdio.com/news/wisconsin-records-lawsuit-cost-taxpayers-26500-in-legal-bills/5565239/
https://www.wisdc.org/news/commentary/6412-why-voting-is-important
https://www.dailyunion.com/news/open-records-activist-speaks-to-indivisible-jefferson-county/article_d041fecb-da48-5c5c-bc8b-fb7b14383722.html
https://www.dailyunion.com/news/open-records-activist-speaks-to-indivisible-jefferson-county/article_d041fecb-da48-5c5c-bc8b-fb7b14383722.html
http://wisfoic.org/september-lawmakers-use-costs-to-rebuff-records-requests/
https://www.superiortelegram.com/opinion/columns/4658029-Your-Right-to-Know-Lawmakers-use-costs-to-rebuff-records-requests
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2019/09/03/open-records-request-reveals-overwhelming-opposition-to-lame-duck/
https://progressive.org/op-eds/gop-lawmakers-ignored-the-will-of-the-people-181219/
https://madison.com/ct/opinion/column/sheila-plotkin-gop-lawmakers-ignored-the-will-of-the-people/article_dd1f4a15-7a0a-54af-afbe-d71e944ee420.html
https://www.newsbreak.com/wisconsin/madison/news/0J6XQcFg/sheila-plotkin-gop-lawmakers-ignored-the-will-of-the-people
https://www.wisconsinwatch.org/2018/08/wisconsin-residents-see-democracy-decline-reflecting-national-discontent-with-government/
https://www.postcrescent.com/story/news/2018/08/06/wisconsin-residents-see-democracy-decline-reflecting-national-ire/882246002/
https://www.wpr.org/wisconsin-residents-see-democracy-decline-reflecting-national-discontent-government
https://www.superiortelegram.com/news/4482341-secrecy-and-power-vs-people
https://madison365.com/wisconsin-residents-see-democracy-decline-reflecting-national-discontent-with-government/
https://www.wiscontext.org/why-more-wisconsinites-are-sensing-democracy-decline
https://cvpost.org/formation-of-we-the-irrelevant-spurred-by-fears-that-democracy-here-is-being-nibbled-away/
http://host.madison.com/ct/news/opinion/column/dave_zweifel/plain-talk-we-the-people-no-we-the-irrelevant/article_c80856c8-4db0-509b-89f5-d3ec6cfc502c.html
https://muckrack.com/sheila-plotkin/articles
http://goo.gl/LDhpdV
http://lacrossetribune.com/news/opinion/dave-wester-gop-legislators-thumb-noses-at-public/article_e7440520-bfa3-5b38-822a-0a9a2e296f77.html
http://www.wiscnews.com/juneaucountystartimes/opinion/mailbag/article_3d536111-e34c-5574-9b59-24902daf28a9.html
http://www.apg-wi.com/ashland_daily_press/opinion/letters/republican-legislators-thumb-noses-at-public/article_36ecfb7e-a797-11e5-bdeb-337d9c6a0646.html

